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Vancouver Formosa Academy ELSA Student   

NEWSLETTER                                                                                       

 Volume 1: Spring 2012 

 

 

In this issue of the VFA ELSA student newsletter,  

students answered the following questions: 

What is your favourite place in Vancouver? ………..…….…                                  

What do you like to do on the weekends? ……………………      

What do you like to do at the Community Centre?....................  

What is an interesting event you have attended in Vancouver?  

How did you find a job in Canada?   …………………………    

How do you practise English on the weekend?  ………………         

Tell us about your life in Vancouver ………………………….. 

                      Please read their interesting answers! 
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What is Your Favourite Place in Vancouver? 

Stanley Park 

Stanley Park is the most 

beautiful place in Vancouver. 

There are a lot of tall trees, 

large areas of green grass, 

flowers, a rose garden and a 

fountain lake. People like to play in Stanley Park. Some 

people like sunbathing on the grass, some people look at 

the cute little animals, and some people run or ride 

bicycles. Stanley Park is really the most beautiful place 

in Vancouver. Leon Deng-Class 1C 

 

 

I like to go to Stanley Park 

because I can   sit on the small 

train and enjoy the Stanley Park 

view. I also like to walk on the 

beach. I like to visit the aquarium. I can take pictures with 

the totem poles. I think Stanley Park is a beautiful place. 

Violeta Lamas -Class 1D 

 

My family went to a place in 

Vancouver in Stanley Park in May 

2010. I think Stanley Park is 

beautiful, because the park is very 

big and there are many beautiful 

flowers there.  

 

 There are also an aquarium, carriages and 3D movies.  

We saw many different fish at the aquarium.  My son and 

daughter were happy.  They especially liked the aquarium 

and the 3D movie.  They sat in the carriage and looked at 

the beautiful scenery.  The park is a good place to visit.   

Winnie Chen-Class 2A 

The most interesting place I 

have visited in Vancouver is 

the Aquarium in Stanley Park. 

There are many kinds of 

beautiful fish. I can also watch 

movies and dolphin shows. There are many stores and 

coffee shops. Selena Pang-Class 1C 
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Stanley Park 

One weekend, my friends and I 

went to Stanley Park.  We walked 

on the seawall for about 3 hours 

and talked. Many young people 

were playing volleyball.  

Children were playing games. The 

seawall is very beautiful. We had a 

good time. 

Janet Liu-Class 1C  

There are many parks in Vancouver. 

Stanley Park is one of the best parks 

in Vancouver.  It is a very large 

park.  This park is on a 1000 acre 

territory close to downtown, 

Vancouver.  Stanley Park has a 

beautiful nature view over the 

mountain and ocean.  The forest 

covers the park.  The sky is blue.  That’s a very peaceful 

place.  Many people take a walk, bicycle and roller blade 

along the beach in the park.  It’s a perfect place for 

relaxing with family on the weekend.  Stanley Park is my 

favourite place in Vancouver. May Shen-Class 2A 

Queen Elizabeth Park 
 

I came here nine months ago. I 

think Queen Elizabeth Park’s 

Observatory is the most beautiful 

place in Vancouver.  I like it 

because it has different kinds of 

birds.  There are a lot of different 

plants and flowers.  I feel like I am in a world of birds 

when I go there.  Here, they are not afraid of me.  One 

very brave one came to me and ate food out of my hand.  

These birds let me into their world.  At the observatory, 

birds and humans are good friends.  We should cherish 

them. Ellie Wang-Class 2A 

I like Canada. I like Vancouver City. In 

Vancouver City, the centre has Queen 

Elizabeth Park. I like this special place. 

This place's view is very beautiful. It has 

flowers and a forest. It has landscape. I 

like the stunning views every summer. 

So many people stroll in the lanes. Many 

friends meet each other and take a photo. 

It is a romantic place.  

Paul Guo- Class 2B 
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             Queen Elizabeth Park 

I’m a new immigrant from China.  When I 

first moved here I was in a bad mood, too 

many things were very difficult in my life.  

If I have time, I like to go to Queen 

Elizabeth Park.  The grassland there is very 

big and the many flowers are beautiful.  

The hill is the highest in the area 

and the view is very good.  Being 

there makes me cheer up. I usually 

go there alone.  

I like Queen Elizabeth Park so 

much.  

Min (Maggie) Liu-Class 3E 

 

                         Central Park 
I always go to Central Park on the weekend, which 

is a beautiful park and near my home There are 

some squirrels, different kinds of birds, some 

children.  
Squirrels are my favorite. 

When I walked in the park, the 

squirrel came to take food 

from me. And I always take 

some cookies for them 

because I love them. If I see 

them, I am happy. I think my 

baby has the same idea.  

Joyce Chen- Class 4A 

 

                                                                          Granville Island 
I have lived in Vancouver for more than 

one year.  I remember the first time my 

husband took my son and me to 

Granville Island.  I think this island is 

very interesting, because it is a small 

island, but there is everything there.  

Seafood, meat, fruit, vegetables, snacks, 

restaurants, toy stores and art stores are 

all on Granville Island. 

 

My favourite thing to do is take the boat 

around this island and listen to the artists’ 

graceful music on the street.  My son’s 

favourite thing to eat is ice cream and he likes to 

feed the pigeons and gulls and other birds too. 

As long as it is a fine day and holiday, it is a good place 

to go.  Ivy Chen-Class 2A 

There are many interesting places to 

visit in Vancouver. One of them, near 

downtown, is Granville Island. 

 There are many tourist places that 

you may enjoy, like restaurants.  

There are markets that offer many 

different products, like fruit from the 

region and many kinds of fish and 

other products from the sea.  Granville Island also 

offers many places where 

children and families can 

play and enjoy themselves.  

José Arbulú-Class 3E 

 

 

 

                            Upcoming Events in Vancouver  

 

Date Event 

 

Place 

April 6-9 Easter in the Park Day Stanley Park Train 

Sunday, April 22 Earth Day Parade Commercial Drive 

Saturday, May 26 Hyack Festival Parade New Westminster 

May 29-June 3 Vancouver Childrens Festival Granville Island 

June 15-17 Dragon Boat Festival False Creek 
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Downtown Vancouver 

I think downtown is the most 

beautiful place in Vancouver 

because downtown is close to the 

sea and the mountains.  The sea is 

a beautiful blue colour.  

Sometimes there are a lot of 

sailboats on the sea and some seagulls in the blue sky.  

The seaplane dock is next to the sea.  There are so many 

buildings arranged in downtown.  In downtown, there are 

a lot of children’s stores, clothing stores, makeup stores 

and Pacific Centre.  I like them because I like to go 

shopping.  I also like downtown because I like the sea 

water and seagulls.  The air is also pure and fresh.  

Downtown’s seascape is very beautiful.  It makes 

Vancouver such a beautiful place. 

Xiao Hua Yuan-Class 2A 

I have not been in Vancouver for a 

long time.  Sometimes I go to places in 

Vancouver on the weekends.  I think 

the most beautiful place is downtown. 

Downtown is in the centre of 

Vancouver and next to the Stanley 

Park.  There is a historic building and 

some big shopping malls downtown.  More historic hotel 

buildings are 5 star.  If you are tired you can go to the 

mall and shop.  You can buy anything downtown.  Most 

buildings are very large and tall.  If you walk and get 

tired, you can go to a restaurant for lunch or dinner.  There 

are many different restaurants with food from different 

countries to choose from.   

So you can see the beautiful buildings, eat the delicious 

food and buy your favourite things downtown.  That is a 

good place. Flora Huang-Class 2A 

 
 

Downtown is the oldest place in 

Vancouver, it is the most beautiful 

and interesting place in Vancouver 

too. Many international tourists 

can only visit Vancouver for one 

day. They will certainly come to downtown , where there 

is Gastown , Chinatown, Science World, BC Place  

( 2010 Winter Olympic Games) , and a Contemporary Art 

Gallery etc. in downtown .  

 

There are also many famous restaurants downtown. 

Visitors can test many different styles of food, such as 

Canadian, Italian, French, Chinese, Indian etc. I suggest 

tourists go to Stanley Park after they finish a trip 

downtown. Over there, they can enjoy the Lion’s Gate 

Bridge. It looks like a rainbow that crosses over the blue 

bay at sunset. This is the most suitable place to end a day 

downtown. Oh, beautiful Vancouver!   

Hunter Chen -Class 2B 

 

 

 

English Bay 
English Bay is Vancouver's most 

interesting place. Its seawall 

extends to Stanley Park. Many 

people like to go there to play 

sports, but they like different kinds 

of sports. Some people like walking. Some people like 

running. Some people like riding bicycles and roller 

skating. In summer, many people like to go swimming 

there. English Bay is where people enjoy sunbathing and 

watching the sunset. Every summer, an international 

fireworks festival is held there. The nights there are also 

very beautiful! Amy Ji-Class 1C 

Canada Place 
Canada Place is the most beautiful place 

in Vancouver. In Canada Place, I can 

look at the beautiful mountains in North 

Vancouver. I first visited Canada Place 

in the summer of 2009. Two great 

cruise ships, Diamond Princess and 

Adventure of the Seas were there and a lot of international 

visitors were getting off them. It usually has some parties 

and concert associations. On Canada Day in 2011, the 

songs of concert associations were very nice. It was full of 

happy talking and laughing everywhere. It is said that 

music has no borders. Ben Yu-Class 2B 
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 Mount Seymour 
Last weekend, my husband and I went to 

Mount Seymour.  As we drove on the 

road we were surprised it was snowing.  

After half an hour, the beautiful mountain 

was in front of us.  We parked the car and 

read the signs.  I understood many 

sentences and I was glad I had learned English.  We 

walked in the scenic area, took many pictures, made a 

snowman and played in the snow.  We felt like we had 

gone back to childhood. 

When we got back home, I sent the pictures we had taken 

to my close friends and my parents.  I just wanted to tell 

them I live in beautiful city, everything is nice, and I am 

happy – don’t worry about me. 

Hai Xia (Helen) Wu-Class 3E 

            Lonsdale Quay 
For me, the most interesting  place 

that I know is Lonsdale Quay in 

North Vancouver. 

 To go there, first take the skytrain 

and then the seabus. This is totally 

different from my country because in El Salvador we don't 

have a skytrain or seabus. Lonsdale Quay is a nice place. 

It has a pretty garden, nice restaurant, and nice building. 

When it's a nice day, I enjoy the trip with my wife.  All 

this is new for me and it's fantastic to me to see new 

places. My adaptation to Canada is easier.  

I think that place is so pretty 

and it has a great view of 

Vancouver Downtown. The 

journey on the seabus is fun and 

so fast. I think the trip was 

twenty minutes long from one 

side to the other. I took many 

pictures there and now I have beautiful memories in my 

mind. Lonsdale Quay was the first place I visited here last 

year. I remember the date was July 25, in the afternoon.  

Carlos Sanchez-Class 3F 

      Grouse Mountain  
I have visited Grouse Mountain 

in North Vancouver in spring.  

The view was beautiful and the 

lift was impressive.  I have been 

to lots of places in Vancouver but 

still think that Grouse Mountain is a good place to visit.  It 

is not only for taking a lift and skiing.  It is also pretty 

good for biking and being close to nature.  I remember 

there is open land with lawn facing the lake.  It is the 

perfect place to picnic there. Lisa Zou-Class 2A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lynn Canyon Park 
An interesting place I have visited in 

Vancouver is Lynn Canyon Park.  I went 

there two times.  Another place is Fraser 

View Golf Course.  Because I live near 

Fraser View, I often walk around there 

and I usually spend an hour walking.   

I think the most beautiful places in Vancouver are on the 

ocean.  There are many bays in Vancouver and every bay 

is very beautiful with sunshine, the sea, boats, and 

seagulls flying in the sky.  Families and children play on 

the shore.  A favourite of mine is Horseshoe Bay. 

Fang Fang Su-Class 3E 

 

Night Beauty 
I came to Vancouver almost eight 

months ago. I remember that I took an 

airplane for 13 hours. I arrived at YVR 

airport and the first feeling was that the 

air is so fresh. The sky is big and blue. 

And then, the next month, my husband 

took me to show me around Queen Elizabeth Park, 

Stanley Park and English Bay, but I think I like 

Vancouver's evenings best. 

 

The skytrain from Brighouse to 

Waterfront is on my way home. 

Every day when I finish work and 

go home with an exhausted body, 

I'm sitting on the skytrain and I 

can see the evening lights are lit. 

In my imagination, set with the dark night, Vancouver in 

the evening looks like a necklace with a lot of diamonds. 

At the moment, I can't find a more beautiful place. Even 

when the earth is sleeping, it is always shining in the night 

time, in every season, even in the winter. It is always 

warm for people who live there. I think that every light is 

a home for a person who is waiting for you. If I had 

wings, I would fly in the sky and see. If my eyes were a 

camera, I wanna take a picture in my memory forever. 

Vivian Zeng-Class 2B 
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                            Fort Langley 
     Last Sunday, I sent my son to Fort Langley.  He is a 

volunteer there.  He worked there for the Historic Half 

Marathon this morning. It was 9:00 when I got there. 

    Fort Langley is a beautiful and small and quiet town.  

There is a church; it has been there since 1885.  There is 

an old train on the railway.  It is for people to visit.  There 

are many of the village’s old buildings.  Fort Langley has 

two museums:  The BC Farm Machinery Museum and the 

Langley Centennial Museum. Fort Langley is the 

historical birthplace of British Columbia.  It is an 

interesting place that I have visited in Vancouver.  

Xue Lin Jin-Class 2A 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sea to Sky Highway 
1feel that the most beautiful place I've 

seen since I was in Canada is the Sea to 

Sky Highway.  

One afternoon in Summer 2011, we 

were going to Squamish to install a sign 

of a light box. It was the first time I saw 

such a beautiful place with natural scenery along the way. 

The sea, the sea of light, the island, the sky, the sun, the 

white clouds, composed a spectacular and beautiful 

picture. This is a place not to be missed.  

Marko Mai-Class 2B 

 

Vancouver Island  
I think Vancouver Island is an interesting place.  

Vancouver Island has many English-style buildings and 

carriages, and here are many big gardens on Vancouver 

Island.  The buildings on Vancouver Island are very 

magnificent and beautiful, even though the buildings are 

really old.  There are a lot of species of flowers.  So there 

are many gardens around different parts of Vancouver 

Island.  Linda Zhu-Class 2A 
 

                     Victoria 
One Friday last year was a dream 

day because I went to Victoria. I 

wanted to go there for a long time. 

I was very excited. In the morning, 

we took the bus to go to the ferry. 

In the morning, the sea was very 

quiet. There were no waves. I felt the air was fresh. After 

2 hours I boarded the ferry. It was a big ship. There were a 

lot of people and cars. We saw some small islands. When 

we got to Victoria, first we went to Butchart Gardens. 

There were so many beautiful flowers and they smelled so 

good. I liked these gardens. After Butchard Gardens, we 

went to Victoria's Chinatown. It is very small but lively 

and fun. After that, we had to go back to Vancouver. But I 

didn't want to leave. I wanted to stay there but I couldn't 

because my husband didn't want to stay there. Next 

summer, I want to go there again. I hope the summer will 

come soon.     

 Leah Huang-Class 3F 

 

The Sea to Sky 

Highway is the 

road to Whistler. 

To get to Fort Langley: 

 Drive east on Highway #1 

and go north at 200th Street. 

EAST 
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What Do You Like to do on the Weekends? 

I often like long weekends. I don't 

work. I feel very well. On 

weekends, I go shopping with my 

family. I take my children to the 

playground and go to McDonalds. 

So they are very happy. 

Sometimes, we go to the swimming pool. They don't 

swim but they like to play in the water. So they are 

happy and I am happy too. Usually on weekends, I clean 

the house, wash clothes, cook dinner, watch TV and then 

put my children to bed. When my children grow up, I 

want to go out with my friends. And I want to travel 

with my husband.  

Connie Peng-Class 2A 

 

I’m Julia, but this is not my real name.  My real name is 

Xiao Lan Huang.  I don’t like this name but it’s a good 

name in China.  Now I’m living in Vancouver.  I have 

three children, two daughters and a boy.  My son was 

born in Canada.  My life is very happy.     

When I was working in China, I never had a weekend 

off.  Now in Vancouver I always have the weekend off.  

Monday to Friday I study English.  On the weekend I 

like to cook some food for my family.  Sometimes I plan 

to relax and to exercise, for example, 

playing badminton, swimming, and 

practicing yoga.  I love Vancouver.  The 

place is very beautiful.  I never feel bored 

in this city.  I like to go to the park with 

my son to play in the sand. I feel a little uncomfortable if 

I go out with other people who speak English, so I feel I 

really need to study English hard.  I have to spend the 

time to study.  Xiao Lan (Julia) Huang-Class 3E 

 

    Because I didn`t need to rush 

preparing the stuff for the children to 

go to school, I try to do something 

just for myself. 

      First, I think that depends on the 

weather. If I see the sunshine when I 

wake up I would like to go walking outside. Sometimes I 

walk with my neighbour.We took a deep breath and 

chatted about how we feel about living here or many 

other things.  It seems time passed more quickly: one 

hour had already passed, and we had already walked 

about two or three miles away. Then we went back 

home. It was quite usual: the children were still asleep. It 

was about time to wake them up and make some 

breakfast for us. I like to make some coffee with rich 

milk. I like to let the coffee scent fill our room. 

     Second, I usually borrow something from the library, 

such as Chinese novels, and some DVDs. This is a time I 

can sit and enjoy them slowly.  I have been here for 

almost one year. I hope I and my children and our family 

can have a nicer life here in the future.  

Lisa Tsai-Class 4A 

I love my weekends with my wife 

because I feel happy with my wife while 

walking in the park and holding hands 

together and talking and enjoying 

ourselves.  On the weekend, I practise 

my English with my wife.  She speaks 

English for me to develop my self-

confidence.  And sometimes I meet other people at 

church and with friends I speak English.  

Joebert G. Fundal-Class 3E 
 
I am a homemaker and a student. 

My husband is an electrician. We 

are free on the weekend. We 

usually get up late. We eat brunch 

at 11:00 am. After lunch, my 

husband drives the car and we go 

to Walmart. We buy a lot of food for the next week. We 

like to eat vegetables and fruit. We eat a little meat. 

Then I clean the house. My husband watches TV. On the 

weekend, my husband usually cooks dinner. That is 

great! Fennie Liu-Class 1H 

 

Walking My Dog 

  I have a dog. His name is Seven. He is one and a half years old. 

Walking my dog is one of my favourite things because he is very cute 

and funny. When I walk my dog in the park, he is very excited. On 

the street, when he hears the sound of the ambulance, he imitates it. 

It's really funny! In the park, when he sees a squirrel he loves to catch 

it. Why? I don't know. But I don't allow that. I love my dog. But I 

love all animals. They are people's friends. Bruce Wang- Class 1C 
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I usually get up at 9:00. 

On Saturday afternoon, I 

eat lunch. In the 

afternoon, we go to 

Metrotown for shopping. 

On Sunday morning, I go 

to church. In the 

afternoon, I go home, eat 

lunch, watch TV and 

wash the dishes. Apple 

Kuang-, Class 1H 

On the weekend, 

sometimes I go shopping 

and talk to the sales clerk 

in English. Sometimes I 

go swimming a the 

community centre. 

May Zhang-Class 3E 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I like to go outside to walk. So I 

choose to go to UBC Park 

because it is near our home. 

There are many tall trees there. 

My husband and I often walk in 

the woods. We often meet people 

running and riding bicycles and 

walking dogs together. We go 

outside to breathe some fresh air. 

I feel good.  

Fang, Qin Li -Class 1D 

I like to do many things on 

the weekend. I like to go with 

my family and eat lunch. I 

like to go shopping and buy 

food . Li Jin Dai-Class 1D 

I go swimming with my son on 

Sundays. When it is nice 

outside, I play tennis. I take my 

son to Chinese school. I go to 

Richmond for shopping. I like 

to go to the park with my 

family. Andy Zhuang -Class 1 D 

On the weekend, I am very 

happy because I sleep until 

1:00pm. After lunch, I watch 

TV or go shopping with my 

family. At dinner time, I like to 

talk with my family. My free 

time is in the evening. I like to 

make telephone calls to my 

friends every night. Sometimes 

I like to chat with my friends 

until 2:00 am. Sometimes I 

play on the computer until 

3:00 am. I feel very happy. 

Jing Xiao-Class 1H 

 

On the weekend, I don't go to 

school. My friend doesn't 

work. We like to go to the 

park to play badminton or go 

for a walk. Sometimes we 

sing together and have fun. I 

also like to go shopping. So I 

think the weekend is a 

relaxing and happy time . 

 Li Jian Pan-Class 1C 
 

Li Jian Pan-Class 1C 

 

On weekends, I usually like to 

buy some food with my family. 

If it is sunny, I like to go for a 

walk in the park with my family. 

Sometimes we visit friends. 

Every Sunday afternoon, I go to 

Killarney Community Centre to 

play table tennis. When my 

English is better, I want to go on 

excursions with my family. 

 Rory Wang, Class 1C 

 

On the weekend, I 

usually get up late 

because my children 

don't go to school. In 

the morning, they 

watch TV and eat 

breakfast. 

Sometimes, I clean 

the house. In the 

afternoon, I go 

shopping with my 

friends.  

Jill Yao-Class 1H 

What do you 

like to do on the 

weekends? 
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                            What Do you Like to Do at the Community Centre? 

Half a year ago, I used to go to 

South Vancouver Neighbourhood 

House. There was an activity for 

new immigrants every 

Wednesday. It was a 

conversation class. There were 

some volunteers. They talked to us. One of the 

volunteers was an old man. He was from Britain. He 

usually taught us pronunciation.  

The second time I went there, we had to bring some food 

to the Neighbourhood House. We had a potluck because 

that day was the volunteer's birthday and he had been 

volunteering for many years at the Neighbourhood 

House. But we didn’t tell the volunteer. On his birthday, 

everybody brought a dish. We also had a birthday cake 

for the volunteer. Then we turned off the lights and 

closed the door. Before the volunteer came into the 

room, one person told us he was coming. When the 

volunteer opened the door, we held the cake and sang 

the birthday song for him. He was surprised and very 

happy. Everybody laughed! Joanna Tao -Class 3F 

My family has been participating in 

a parent and infant drop-in group at 

Marpole Oakridge Family Place 

every Friday since my daughter 

was born last August. The place 

provides a welcoming and safe 

environment where you can meet 

and know other families. We talk 

and share our experiences of raising 

babies with each other while our babies are playing 
together excitedly. The public nurses and visiting 

educators or specialists teach us the methods and skills 

of feeding, caring for, protecting, and rescuing our 

babies.  

The parents and  

babies always have a 

 good time there.  
Joe Wang-Class 4A 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                     What is an Interesting Event you have attended in Vancouver? 

Lunar New Year Festival at the 

Sunset Community Centre 

      Last year I attended the Lunar 

New Year Festival at the Sunset 

Community Centre. It was a sunny 

Saturday afternoon. When my family arrived there, the 

event had begun. A lot of people had arrived there 

already. Some people were watching a play, some kids 

were waiting for face painting, and some kids were 

playing in the castle.  

  Near the parking lot, there were several lines for 

buying food and drinks. Beside the food court, there was 

a desk for recycling batteries and other electronic 

machines. It was the first time I knew that I should pay 

money to recycle those things. After eating and drinking, 

I took my daughter to line up for face painting. My son 

played basketball with other kids. And my husband 

watched plays with my mother-in-law. 

We all enjoyed this event and we found people from 

other countries liked Chinese Lunar New Year events 

too. We hope everyone will be happy and healthy in the 

coming new year. Linda Xu-Class 4A  

                     CBC Open House 

The most interesting event I have attended in Vancouver 

was for me on a field trip with my ELSA class at VFA.  I 

went to CBC Radio and TV station with my classmates 

and teacher Sian to attend a multicultural event.   
Joebert G. Fundal-3E 

  

           Saint Patrick's Day Parade 

 There is a big parade that will 

happen downtown Vancouver. It’s 

called the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.   
It’s usually held on the nearest 

Monday to March 17
th
 of each year. Once I attended this 

parade. People will wear special costumes. At the 

beginning, police officers usually ride their motorcycles 

and come out as a show. People will walk with their 

dogs, some people will dance, and some people will put 

nice ornamentation on their cars.  If you 

are a newcomer, it is a good idea for this 

spring holiday.  

Connie Chen-Class 4A 

 

Some Community Centes in our Neighbourhood 

Killarney Community Centre 

Sunset Community Centre 

Kensington Community Centre 

Renfrew Community Centre 

 

Some Neighbourhood Houses near VFA 

Collingwood Neighbourhood House 

South Vancouver Neighbourhood House 

Little Mountain Neighbourhood House 

Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House 
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                                       How Did You Find a Job in Canada? 

           How I Started a Business in Canada 
When I came to Canada I had no job. It was four years 

ago. I wanted to work but I did not know what to do 

exactly. I didn’t know how to set up an office. It is not 

my world. And then I figured it out. I like a clean house.  

And I thought I would make a business about this. So 

first, I figured out my company name. This is Sparkling 

House Cleaning.  But before this, I made a questionnaire 

about the name of the company.  I think it’s very 

important to make a good choice of 

name. I have a new e-mail address 

too for my job, too. I needed a 

communication line too. I made 

many flyers and then I put some in 

the mailboxes of  houses. 
A better way was if the satisfied clients advertised by 

word of mouth for me. I like this job because I’m my 

own boss and my clients like me and my work. I have 

another job now.  My neighbour asked me would I help 

her in the housework. I said yes. It was a good choice. I 

help her and she helps me.  I do good work and my 

clients like it. I am happy now. I’m busy. It is a good 

moral. Eva Katai-Class 4B 

 

As I am a new immigrant, I can't teach 

someone how to find a job in Canada; 

however, I'll share my experience. One 

day I was very bored at home. Suddenly, 

my neighbour knocked on the door. She 

was bored too. We talked about many 

things but nothing important. After many hours, she said 

that even if I didn't speak English very well, I could easily 

get a job. She knew a website in Chinese. There were 

many jobs and one of the requirements was speaking 

Chinese. I was thinking if I worked for Chinese people 

and just spoke Chinese, how could I improve my English? 

Thankfully, one of the advertisements said, "English 

speaking", but in Chinese words; thus, I called and they 

asked if I could speak English. I said, "I'm OK in basic 

conversation."Then I had an interview. After that, I got 

the job. At this job, I have to speak Chinese to Chinese 

customers and speak English to my boss because he's 

Japanese. My experience is: try new things, push yourself, 

don't be shy, you must be brave.  Ya Ting Chan-Class 3F 

 

I was an office clerk in China. I 

worked there from 1990 to 2007. I 

used to work at a high school for 

children and teachers.  This job 

needed special skills and patience. I 

found the job through my family; I 

had to finish college or university and have the ability to 

work with children. I challenged myself every day. I liked 

the job and enjoyed working with children and teachers.  

Five years ago, I came to Canada to live in Vancouver. I 

am a food-packing worker in a factory. I have been 

working there since August 2007. I found the job by 

looking in a newspaper and replying to a job 

advertisement, Also I had an interview with the 

company's manager, It took about 20 minutes.  The 

manager told me about the company rules, the hours, the 

salary and asked me some questions. I was very nervous 

in the interview because I had to speak English with the 

manager, Even though I knew my English just a little bit, I 

still went to the interview and got the job. In this job I 

have to listen to and speak English every day.  It is a good 

way for me to improve my English.  My English is getting 

better. Also I like the working hours, I can go to ESL 

school to learn English and I don't have to work on 

weekends or holidays. But I don't like the working 

conditions because is very wet, noisy and cold. Even 

though I know that it is not good for my health, I still 

work there and enjoy the job because I have to work and 

make money for my life.  Ling Wei-Class 4B 

I came to Canada on Dec 22th in 

2001. I had a happy Christmas 

holiday. After the holiday, I had to 

find a job. I looked in the 

newspapers, and then went to an 

interview, but I was sad when 

after the meetings, they asked me what experience I had 

because I had never had a job in China. They told me I 

didn’t get the job because I didn’t have any experience. 

 

 I was very worried about that and I called my friend 

Amy who was working in a restaurant. We talked about 

how to find a job, and she told me after the holiday 

people don’t have money to go to restaurants, so 

business in restaurants is down and it is very difficult to 

find a job after Christmas. After the holiday many 

companies lay off their labour; however, I was very 

lucky. I called my friend Amy again and I talked to her 

about my idea to work in her restaurant but not get paid, 

I only wanted experience. She asked her manager and 

the manager agreed. After a few months, I got a job at 

that restaurant. Even though I worked in the restaurant 

and didn’t get paid, I had experience. Now, it’s easy for 

me to find a job. Susana Zhou-Class 4B 
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                            How Do You Practise English on the Weekend? 

        Learning English along with Enjoyment 

After I immigrated to Canada and 

settled down, I became a student 

of ELSA class. I was very excited 

when I was told  that I  can learn 

English for free here. I really 

cherish this opportunity and enjoy 
the time being with my teacher and classmates. 

 

Besides this, I think keeping practicing English during 

other times is more important, so I try to practice 

English every time, at home on weekends. I try to join a 

conversation group every Wednesday afternoon. I try to 

follow the teacher’s instruction and log onto some 

websites, and do exercises of listening, spelling and 

comprehension. Because I love movies, I also borrow 

some English DVD movies from the library each week. 

So I can improve my English along with enjoying 

movies. Wow, it is amazing to kill two birds with one 

stone!   Helen Yan-Class 4A                                                    

 

I think it is very difficult to practice English on the 

weekend because all the family want to speak in our 

first language.  But in my home we see movies and 

watch TV with subtitles in English and this way it is 

easy to understand and learn new words.  It is 

important to have an open mind to learn.  When you go 

shopping, for example, in the supermarket, don’t worry 

if you make a mistake.  Don’t be afraid – that is the 

best way.   Mayra Diaz-Class 3E 
 

                                             Tell Us About your Life in Vancouver 

I am happy I came to Canada    
Five years ago, my family came 

to Canada and began a new life. 

That is difficult for newcomers. 

When I came here one and a half 

years ago, I got sick. I had breast 

cancer and was pregnant at the same time. That was the 

worst time in my life, however, the doctor gave me the 

best therapies and kept my baby healthy until I gave 

birth. Many people gave me love and helped me. The 

government paid all the expenses of my therapy.  Now, 

both my son and I are doing well. Even though I 

experienced that difficult time I feel lucky and happy to 

stay in Canada.  

 

 I am proud my family lives in Canada. Here, there is a 

good government, polite people and a good 

environment. Therefore, that will be good for my family. 

I am happy I came to Canada. Lily Yu- Class 4B 

 

              My Church 

Church is an interesting place to 

me.  When I go there, I feel 

warmth and God’s love and 

presence among us.  Therefore I go 

to church three times a week.  The pastor asks me to 

read the Bible every day.  Church is my home and seeks 

fulfilment of spirit.  It is a very interesting place to me. 

Ying Xu-Class 2A 

Difficulties I have faced since I           

came to Canada   

Since I moved to Canada I have 

been faced with so many 

difficulties I could never have 

imagined. Sometimes I think if I 

had known that living in a new country would be such 

a big deal in my life maybe I would never have tried it, 

but now I realize that I have to get over them. 

I think finding a proper job is the first problem in 

Canada. In order to get a job in my field I need to start 

a difficult process that will take a long time therefore I 

am faced with the expenses of living here. Having 

trouble with this kind of essential and basic needs, 

affects me emotionally and mentally as well. 

Learning a new language is another problem and it 

could be related to the first problem. It takes a long 

time to be able to speak English fluently and in order to 

get familiar with a new culture you must figure it out, 

which is not always easy.   

However I believe that God never closes a door 

without opening another door, therefore I am not 

disappointed and I will keep trying to get over these 

problems. I believe in the idiom, “no pain, and no 

gain”. Fatimah Matin -Class  4B  
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How I met Friends in  Vancouver 

I met new friends when I 

celebrated my wedding 

blessing 1 year ago. They 

were my husband's friends. 

They were very nice to me 

and asked about my 

country. They asked if I liked to live in Vancouver 

and I said, "Yes I do but I don't like the weather. 

It's too cold for me because I'm not used to it." 

 

Last year, I started studying English and I met my 

new friends. They are from different countries. But 

at that time I was pregnant and I had morning 

sickness, so I decided to take a break until I gave 

birth and recovered. I was so happy with all my 

friends but I had to rest because I couldn't focus on 

learning. After I recovered, I went back to school 

and met other friends. They are from different 

countries. I like all of them. They are very nice and 

friendly. Eli Fung-Class 3F 

Volunteering 

My name is Angelica Enriques, and I 

have been in Vancouver for about 7 

years.  In my first year in Vancouver I 

found a place to volunteer.  The name 

of the place was Inland Refugee, and 

while I was there I met many people and learned the 

importance of helping others. 

 

The people who came there needed clothing and food.  In 

Vancouver many people need these things because many 

people come to Canada and they don’t have much money.  In 

my experience, volunteering was a good way to learn the 

culture of Canada, and I feel happy about helping others.  The 

people who work there are very confident and kind.  It was a 

magnificent experience.    

Angelica Enriquez Ramirez -Class 4B 

 

ELSA Benchmarks Placement Test 

Differences in 

 Canada and U.S.A. 

     

The Benchmark Placement Test 

process (registration, test, placement, 

enrolling in school, starting lessons) in the USA was very 

different then it was Canada.  In the US it was quite efficient. 

All of the steps finished quickly. One teacher did it all.  It is 

very convenient, saved a lot of time and also I didn’t need to 

wait too long. 

But, here in Canada, I had to take a long time (about 4 weeks) 

to finish the Benchmark Placement Test. For example, after I 

applied, I had to wait for 2 weeks to write the test. After the 

test, I had to wait 1 week for the Assessment Results Meeting. 

After the placement meeting, I got an assessment report to 

enroll at a school. I still needed to wait a week for lessons to 

start. 

 It was a good experience for me to know the different ways 

and culture to do the same thing in two different countries. 

Although, Canada is slow, I enjoy learning how things are 

done here and I must be patient and more deeply understand 

why people are careful and precise to do everything.  

Laurence Tsai -Class 4B 

           Volunteering 

I have been in Canada since 

2008. For about two years I 

did not work; I just took care 

of my two children at home. 

Since then, I met my friend, 

Mary. She was a volunteer in the Chinese Christian 

Ministry (CCM) Centre. She told me her job’s 

main idea is helping newcomers. I thought I would 

like it. I told her I’d like to be a volunteer at CCM. 

She is a warm-hearted person. First she gave an 

application form for me to fill out. Next she 

referred me to the CCM lead, Yvonne. Then 

Yvonne interviewed me. She asked me some 

questions and introduced me to CCM. After that I 

got the job. Now I have been a volunteer at CCM 

since 2010. I love my new job.  

Lydia  Zhou-Class 4A 

 

 
 

Thank you to all Vancouver Formosa Academy ELSA students who 

contributed to this newsletter! 

Vancouver Formosa Academy   
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